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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 23 September 2005 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) Q Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 1 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 1-12 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1-11 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 
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10) H The drawing(s) filed on 03 April 2001 is/are: a)E3 accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, 
including the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this 
application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the 
finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
9/23/05 has been entered. 

Election/Restrictions 

2. Newly submitted claim 12 is directed to an invention that 
is independent or distinct from the invention originally claimed 
for the following reasons: the previously presented independent 
claims 1,5, and 9 (Invention I), are directed toward a network 
management system and method classified in 709/223 and newly 
presented claim 12 (Invention II) is directed toward peripheral 
device configuration classified in 710/8. 

3. Inventions I and II are related as combination and 
subcombination. Inventions in this relationship are distinct if 
it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed does not 
require the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for 
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patentability, and (2) that the subcombination has utility by 
itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 806.05(c)). In the 
instant case, the combination as claimed does not require the 
particulars of the subcombination as claimed because the 
specific characteristics of the subcombination are omitted and 
thus not required by the combination claim. The subcombination 
has separate utility such as network configurable peripheral 
device . 

Since applicant has received an action on the merits for 
the originally presented invention, this invention has been 
constructively elected by original presentation for prosecution 
on the merits. Accordingly, claim 12 is withdrawn from 
consideration as being directed to a non-elected invention. See 
37 CFR 1.142(b) and MPEP § 821.03. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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5. Claims 1-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Nakamura (U.S. Patent No. 6,516,347) in view 
of Ylonen (U.S. Pub No. 2004/0250072) and further in view of 
Murphy, Jr. et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,076,110 hereinafter 
"Murphy") . 

6. Referring to method claims 1, system claims 5, and 
apparatus claim 9, Nakamura a network management system (see 
figure 1) having a plurality of network devices connected to 
management equipment through a network (see figure 1) , said 
network management system comprising: 

management equipment (see item 1 in figure 1) for assigning 
identification information to each network device (see items 
labeled "network device" in figure 1) and setting to said each 
network device (see lines 37-46 of column 4); 

wherein said management equipment indicates said network 
device onto a screen for network device management (see item 2 
in figure 1) using the identifier which is the same as said 
identification information (see lines 55-62 of column 4), and 
wherein a user is enabled to assign identification information 
different from the identification information used in the 
network (see lines 50-54 of column 4, note the user is enabled 
to enter any identification information) . 
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Nakamura fails to teach the plurality of network devices 
for visually outputting said identification information assigned 
thereto. 

Ylonen teaches in an analogous method, the above limitation 
(see paragraph 38 on page 3) . 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the applicant's invention to modify the 
system and method of Nakamura with the above teachings of 
Ylonen, One of ordinary skill in the art would have been 
motivated to make such modification in order for the user to 
verify the configuration data as suggested by Ylonen (see 
paragraph 37 on page 3) . 

The combination of Nakamura and Ylonen fails to ,teach the 
limitation of the management equipment managing to indicate the 
identifier only on a network device, which is requested to 
indicate the identifier. 

Murphy teaches, in an analogous system, the above 
limitation (see line 51 of column 11 to line 14 of column 12) . 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the applicant's invention to modify the 
combination of Nakamura and Ylonen with the above teachings from 
Murphy. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been 
motivated to make such modification in order to fully define a 
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network printer and print to it as suggested by Murphy (see 
lines 4-25 of column 3) . 

7. Referring to method claim 2, system claim 6, and apparatus 
claim 10, Nakamura teaches the management equipment retrieves a 
database having identification information related to each 
network device (see figures 3 and 4) and automatically assigning 
a retrieved identification information to each network device 
(see lines 1-23 of column 7) . 

8. Referring to method claim 3 and system claim 7, Ylonen 
teaches displaying the identification information onto an 
operational panel of the network device (see paragraph 38 on 
page 3) . 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the applicant's invention to modify the 
method and system of Nakamura with the above teachings of Ylonen 
for the same reasons as outlined in the rejection of claims 1 
and 5, supra. 

9. Referring to claim 8, Ylonen teaches the network device is 
a printer (see paragraph 2 on page 1) and the management 
equipment is a server (see paragraph 19 on page 2). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the applicant's invention to modify the 
system and method of Nakamura with the above teachings of 
Ylonen. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been 
motivated to make such modification because network printers are 
widely in use and the use of servers for configuring devices 
allows for remote configuration as new devices are connected to 
the network as suggested by Ylonen (see paragraph 9 bridging 
pages 1 and 2) . 

10. Referring to method claim 4 and apparatus claim 11, the 
combination of Nakamura, Ylonen, and Murphy fails to teach the 
identification information comprises a primary identifier and a 
secondary identifier respectively includes a color and letter 
however Ylonen does teach the identifier can be anything 
suitable to identify the device (see paragraph 19 on page 2) It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art a 
the time of the applicant's invention to modify the combination 
of Nakamura, Ylonen, and Murphy such that the identification 
information comprises a primary identifier and a secondary 
identifier respectively includes a color and letter in order to 
uniquely distinguish any printers as either color or black and 
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white and enumerate printers in each category in order to be 
able to differentiate one printer from one another. 

Response to Arguments 

11. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1,5, and 9 
have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground (s) 
of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner ^should be directed to Eron J. 
Sorrell whose telephone number is 571 272-4160. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00AM - 4:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Kim Huynh can be 
reached on 571-272-4147. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . 

EJS (C^/^^ 
December 1, 2005 /^Sc^^^ " 
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